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ALLENBY PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING 

October 28, 2013  

MINUTES 

Held: Allenby Jr. Public School Library  

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm with the following agenda: 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Adoption of September 2013 APA Meeting Minutes 

4. Principal’s Report 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. Field Update 

7. Committee Updates 

8. Open Question Session 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions: Co-Chair Paula Riczker and Lisa Spiegel 

Paula welcomed everyone. Introduced Ms. Spidle (principal) and Ms. Lau (vice- principal). 

Introduced Mme. Line grade 4/5 French Immersion teacher. Everyone in attendance introduced 

themselves. 

 

2. Adoption of the Agenda: 

Paula Riczker read out the Agenda 

 Paula Riczker moved that the agenda as posted on the APA website be accepted. 

 Lori Pike Seconded the motion 

 Motion carried. Passed unanimously. 

3. Adoption of September 2013 APA Meeting Mintues: 

Paula Riczker reminded people that the latest APA meetings are posted on the APA website 

(www.allenbyparents.ca) one week before upcoming meeting.  

Paula Riczker moved that the minutes from Sept 2013 APA meeting as posted on the 

APA Website be accepted 

 Stuart Baltman seconded the motion 

 Motion carried.  Passed unanimously 

4. Principal’s Report: 

Cate Spidle reported that on Oct 25th a VP from a school in China came to Allenby. She 

highlighted the differences in the schools in China and Canada. 

 

Ms. Spidle presented the Allenby EQAO data through a PowerPoint presentation. The highlights 

were that Allenby is above Provincial and Board averages in all areas. As well, the grade 6 math 

scores decreased from 86 to 75. See below: 

 

http://www.allenbyparents.ca/
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Questions from Parents: 

1. A parent asked why we do so well on EQAO?  

Ms. Spidle responded that we have less ESL students at Allenby and perhaps more 

students with stable home environments with outside enrichment and good nutrition 

that help with these scores. 

2. A parent asked how come the scores have dipped in math for the grade 6 students last 

year and have you looked at possible reasons why this change? 

Ms. Lau responded that it was a hot day which may have affected the children’s 

scores. Also reminded parents that it is only one data point in the evaluation of the 
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students of Allenby and may not represent a systematic problem in math at the 

school. She stated, “It may be a one-time blip.” She then showed us the data in her 

power point presentation (see above).  She pointed out that when the grade 6 

students’ were in grade 3 reading was low and there was a big push on reading at the 

school and significantly improved to 91 for this cohort. She wondered if less was 

done with math during this time. When they have looked into where the Allenby 

grade 6 students were having trouble it was in many of the questions that they held 

back b/c they want to use them again. However the main area students did poorly in 

was with application questions. So the next 3 to 5 years they will focus on problem 

solving in math. 

She also reviewed some of the questions asked of students on their attitudes toward 

math. 63% of grade 3 students said they like math and there was no gender 

difference. However only 49% of girls and 58% of boys in grade 6 stated they liked 

math. When asked whether they could answer difficult math questions only 41% in 

grade 3 and 48% in grade 6 responded yes. So Ms. Lau’s/Spidle’s conclusion is the 

students are not confident in their math skills. Of note 21% of the Allenby students 

were in special education and most of these students scored level 3. Only 1 student 

scored level 1 and the student wrote the exam when ill. Also feel most students are 

not good at multiple choice questions, so will focus on how to write this type of 

exam. 

3. How are you going to make the scores better? 

They are developing a strategic plan to work on math skills especially problem 

solving. The school is trying to determine what the best strategies are to improve the 

student’s math skills. However believe they need to work at it at all grade levels 

because the exam builds on skills developed throughout the school years 

4. How can parents help with these skills? 

There were multiple suggestions by parents. Ms. Lau/Spidle recommended working 

on math at home.  

5. Parents stated concerned that math is all language based. How do we overcome the 

problem that our kids are not mastering basic computational skills? 

Work with kids at home. We did well on computational but it was problem solving 

where the kids had problems. 

6. Was there a gender difference in math in grade 3 this year? 

No difference. 

7. Are the teachers surprised by these results? 

Yes there were very surprised and has generated a lot of discussion on what to do 

next.  

8. How can we improve the profile of math at the school? 

Multiple suggestions made by parents such as math club, providing learning carpet 

for visual math. 

9. Any difference between the French and English students in the math scores? 

No differences. 

10. Did we have an EQAO blitz like in other years? 

Yes they prepare the students for the format of the test, by providing sample 

questions. Will need to help them with how to approach multiple choice type of 

questions. 

11. How did the kids self-reflect on the math test they were given? 

They asked the kids questions about how they feel about math and English. 

12. Should the APA financial support math based programs such as an After 4 program? 

Some initial discussion but no program identified. Discussion whether programs in 

math and reading could be done through After 4 program. 
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13. How are students doing when they reach grade 7?  

Kids are doing well at Glenview I with regards to math. They have not heard specific 

academic concerns. 

 

Cate Spidle also reported on the new build for the 2 new classrooms to accommodate all day 

kindergarten. Plan is to start the build (break ground) in Jan 2014. She showed the architectural designs of 

the 2 classrooms. They are on the St. Clements side of the school with a tunnel to the 00 classrooms. 

There is a rooftop area. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Scott Larin (please see below for attached handout) 

Scott Larin moved that the September Financial be accepted 

Stuart Baltman seconded the motion 

Motion carried.  Passed unanimously 

Please see below  

October financial results no attached because October was not over.  The annual APA drive was doing 

well and on track compared to this time last year at $16,000. The pizza drive goal is $21,000 and we are 

ahead of budget.  

We have had 5 submissions from the teacher’s for enrichment grants to date. 

Question form parent: What are the items that can be bought with the grant? Stuart Baltman responded 

(former treasurer) that long-term items could be bought. Every classroom could receive up to 400$. Every 

teacher gets approved but must submit to the treasurer and follow the established guidelines for this grant.  

Smart boards have been purchased with $36000 set aside. All classrooms will have smart board at the end 

of 2014-2015.  Do not know when the current order is coming. 

 

 

6. Field Update: Shannon Phillips; Gillian Yu 

Funding for the turf for our field was passed at TDSB. Now it must go to the board and Howard 

Goodman feels it will be passed without any issues. This means we do not have to fund the turf 

ourselves. It will be a very basic artificial turf with maintenance only.  We are likely to get this in 

the school year 2015-2016 however it is not clear when it will be done. It may not be ready until 

Sept 2017 because our school is not considered the most urgent. Still need to think about raising 

money for other areas of the playground. They passed out paper to get wish list for field, track, 

play equipment etc for our playground. 

Question: Can this be coordinated with the build of the 2 new classrooms? The committee has 

advocated for this but the TDSB states it comes from 2 different budgets (provincial and the 

TDSB) and will not consider doing it together. 

Question: What is happening with the $10,000 in reserve for the turf set aside by the APA in the 

past? Can we use it as seen money for other aspects of developing the field? Everyone felt we 

need to leave it be until we know for sure the board has passed the funding of our artificial turf.  

Question: Will the TDSB clean the track 2 times per year? Cate Spidle will check this out with 

the caretaker to help improve the safety and usability of the track. 

 

7. Committee Updates: 

a. Fundraising (Lisa Parker): 

Big Night Out reminder to order tickets. Silent auction has over 26000$ from the 

community. There is a new venue this year at Six Degrees. Bring cash or cheque because 

quicker to process on the night. Parent asked question if we could have auction items that 

are more affordable. Mr. G has become out of many parents’ price range. Perhaps do a 

raffle for Mr. G. It was stated that this was done at June FunFair in the past and did not 

make enough money.  
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b. School Program (Shannon Phillips): 

The After 4 programs are well on the way. Will be changes in the after 4 program in the 

New Year. 

c. Community Awareness (Krista Chaytor): 

Regulation 274 which is regulation to the Education Act, reportedly restricts a principal 

from hiring a teacher they want. Makes specific requirement s regarding seniority and is 

very controversial. Many say it will not correct the original problem of nepotism in 

hiring. Howard Goodman is very against the regulation and is trying to have it revoked. 

He has a petition on his website. Current position of the government is to look into 

Regulation 274 and to study its effects but they have not given a time line. Howard 

Goodman wants pressure on now to make a change. 

Lisa Spiegel stated that they will post how to get to the Howard Goodman’s petition on 

the APA website but the APA will not have a position on the petition. APA will post 

background information to give context. 

d. Traffic Committee (Robyn Halpern): 

30 people attended the meeting with Karen Stinz on Oct 23, 2013 to discuss bylaw to 

restrict traffic at Allenby during pick up and drop off to help with traffic problem in the 

Allenby school area.  Restricting traffic going west bound on St. Clements was not 

supported and in summary there will be no traffic restriction at all. They stated they do 

encourage and support increased enforcement of parking bylaws already in place, more 

traffic safety education, use of kiss and ride, increase in student’s walking to school, and 

limiting garbage trucks between 8 AM and 9 AM on the streets around Allenby. Felt we 

need to show the city that all other efforts as mentioned above have been maximized by 

Allenby and put the pressure on Allenby parents to comply. Robyn stated she needs 

volunteers for walking days. 

e. Communication (Theresa Ebden): 

Theresa gave a big thank you to Tamara Sztainbok for all her work running the APA 

newsletter. She is currently still the website manager. Theresa introduced the new 

newsletter team Melanie Motta and Christina Cali. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05pm. 

 

Next APA Meeting:  Nov 27, 2013 at 7pm in Allenby Jr. P.S. Library 

 

 

Treasurer Report – October 28 2013 APA Meeting 

September 2013 Results (handout) 

Income Statement 

 Not much action in September - $200 in revenue and $100 in 

expenses 
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 Net Profit of $112 

 

Balance Sheet 

 Very similar to August 

 Cash balance of $95k and tax receivable of $8k 

October 2013 DRAFT Results 

 Major fundraising has started 

o Annual drive $16k in donations (budget $21k) 

o After 4 program launched successfully 

o Pizza lunch program twice already (profit slightly ahead of 

budget) 

 Student programs starting up 

o Lice checks (initial and follow-up) $2k 

o Milk monitor program up and running 

o Enrichment grants – five teachers have submitted 

o Scientists in School – three teachers have booked 

o Sports – football and baseball 

 

 Bank account in good shape for upcoming events 

o Student programs – Enrichment grants / Scientists / Artists 

o Upcoming events - Big Night Out / further After 4 expenses 

o This year’s technology spend 
 


